
Mr. President, Honorable Members of the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic, dear 
friends, 
 
Today, on April 9th, we remember a tragic and defining moment in our history. On this day in 1989, 
Russian soldiers and tanks used violence to break up a peaceful crowd of mostly young people. Twenty-
one were killed, many of them women. Hundreds more were injured. But the message of that night did 
not disappear—it ignited a national movement that paved the way, two years later, for the declaration 
of Georgia’s independence. 
 
Now, 36 years later, on the same day and in the very same avenue where blood was once shed for 
freedom, Georgians are once again in the streets. They have been there for more than 140 days, 
peacefully protesting against something just as dangerous—a creeping, silent coup against democracy 
and independence. 
 
Before I continue, I ask you to stand with me for one minute of silence in honour of the victims of April 
9, 1989, in solidarity with the young people of Georgia who today fight for the same ideals, and in 
remembrance of all who fought yesterday in Prague and today in Ukraine, for freedom and 
independence. 
 
Honorable Members, today I bring you both a warning and a call to action. 
 
Georgia is being transformed—not by tanks, but by laws of repression. Not overnight, but step by step, 
we are watching our democracy being dismantled before our eyes. Peaceful protesters are met with 
violence and arrests. Opposition parties face threats of interdiction and dissolution. Fines of tens and 
hundreds of thousands of euros are levied against citizens, NGOs, and media—not for wrongdoing, but 
for dissent. 
 
A new foreign agents’ law has been passed—a carbon copy of the Russian law that crushed civil society 
and media in Russia. And each day brings a new repressive law. State treason has been reintroduced in 
Georgian law. We are dangerously close to 1937. Our institutions no longer offer protection. The 
judiciary has become an instrument of the ruling party. Not one single major court decision in recent 
months has gone against the excessive demands of the prosecution- not one. 
 
We are living through the birth of a one-party system. And behind it all, a single man - unaccountable 
and untouchable. The shadow of Russian-style autocracy is rising over a once hopeful European 
democracy. And behind it all, once again, the shadow of Russia. 
 
Yet, the response from Europe-from the European Union-has been too quiet. Almost a year ago, Georgia 
was granted EU candidate status. Today, the very same country is being dragged into the Russian orbit, 
turned into a testing ground for authoritarian tactics. And the European reaction has not matched the 
gravity of what is happening. 
 
This moment is not just any Georgian political crisis. It is a European challenge-a threefold challenge. 
 
First, it is a challenge to liberal democracy itself—in Georgia and in Europe. If democracy can be undone 
in Georgia in one year, after three decades of support from its people, the EU, and the United States-
after years of investing in free media, independent courts, and civil society-then what does it say about 
democracy’s resilience? Should it be so easy to destroy it? 
 
If we allow this to happen, we send the message that democratic institutions are fragile, and that 
autocrats can succeed if they move deliberately and cynically enough. The Georgian population is ready 
to resist. 
 



Second, it is a geopolitical challenge to the EU. Georgia is not just any small state. We are part of the 
European neighborhood and a key link in the strategic chain that includes the Black Sea-also threatened 
from the Ukrainian shores—the South Caucasus, Armenia’s fragile peace and new European path, and 
Europe’s connectivity routes to Central Asian energy and resources. 
 
If Georgia falls into authoritarianism and Russian influence, it weakens Europe’s entire position in this 
vital region - economically, politically, and morally. 
 
Third, it is a challenge to Europe’s global credibility in the face of Russia. Let me be blunt. If the 
European Union cannot protect the values it has spent decades promoting—if it cannot defend the very 
people and institutions it helped build—if it cannot respond clearly to a small, defiant state captured by 
corrupt elites and Russian influence—then its foreign policy credibility is at risk. And so too would be its 
new defense agenda, because rearmament without the will to act, without rapid decision-making, is just 
strategy on paper. It is not deterrence. It is not power. 
 
Let us be clear: Russia is watching, and preparing its next steps. What it failed to do with tanks in 2008 in 
Georgia, and in the current war against Ukraine, it is now trying with a new formula—a hybrid strategy 
of silent conquest. That strategy is now being tested in Georgia, just as military aggression was tested in 
Georgia in 2008. 
 
This new playbook requires no army—just three ingredients: election manipulation, propaganda and 
disinformation, and a proxy oligarch to capture institutions from the inside. 
 
And there is more. If Russia cannot win militarily in Ukraine—and it is not winning—it may try to win 
politically: by manipulating elections, undermining trust, dividing society, and weakening Kyiv from 
within—as it has done in Georgia. 
 
Georgia is a test. If this hybrid strategy succeeds in Georgia, it can be replicated elsewhere in Europe. If 
it works in Georgia—a country that has known for years, if not centuries, how to resist—it can and will 
be copied in Moldova, Romania, or even deeper into Europe. Because it’s cheap, it’s quiet, and so far, it 
has met no serious resistance from outside. 
 
So what must be done? 
 
Europe must act—now. Not with words alone, but with a real counter-strategy. 
Fighting is for us to do—and we will continue—but our partners should provide: 
 
First, electoral protection. We are calling for new, free, and fair elections. But that will be of no use if we 
do not have new tools—not just for observation, but for prevention—because this new game is rigged 
before election day arrives. 
 
We need political clarity. Make the EU’s position public—for all to see. Let the Georgian people—who 
are overwhelmingly pro-European—know that they are not alone. 
 
Sanctions—fast, targeted, and financial—because they work when they are aimed, especially at those 
who finance or support the takeover. 
 
And most of all, defend the values you have invested in: the pro-European society, the NGOs, the free 
media, the free judiciary, the independent institutions. 
 
If we let them be dismantled now, we send a signal to every autocrat in waiting. 
 
Honorable Members, the Czech people have known occupation. You have known propaganda. You have 
known the long silence of oppression. And you have shown the world what it means to break free. 



 
You know better than most that freedom must be defended—not only on battlefields, but in the halls of 
power, in the courts, in the streets, and in the soul of a nation. 
 
Today, Georgia is in that fight. We do not ask you to fight for us, but we do ask you to stand with us—to 
raise your voice, to speak with clarity, to act with purpose. 
Because if we fail to defend Georgia today, we may wake up tomorrow in a very different Europe. 
 
With today’s resolution, the Czech Senate is showing the example of support to the other European 
nations. And from me, and from the Georgian population, I want to thank you for that. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
Thank you for standing for freedom. 
Thank you. 


